
Sensory-Based 

Transportation Planning 



The street as a transactional 

space - getting from point A 

and B

The street as a space 

that creates relationships 

with its users



Using our hands and senses 

to explore our relationship 

with the land and others



Biking to work through a 
forest 

Objects help people 
articulate their emotions 

that words miss 



WORKING WITH OUR HANDS AND ENGAGING OUR 

SENSES ALLOWS THE BODY TO TALK



AND TAP INTO OUR SENSORY KNOWLEDGE OF 

SPACE.



AND THEN CAN SINK INTO A 
STATE OF PLAY.



WE CAN BE ASPIRATIONAL AND 

COLLABORATIVE



“OFTEN THE HANDS WILL SOLVE A MYSTERY THAT 

THE INTELLECT HAS STRUGGLED WITH IN VAIN.”

- CARL JUNG



Build your favorite or first Childhood mobility 
experience 



Share your memory and model to build trust and empathy 

This is your DNA for transportation planning 



Part 2: Collaborate and “Build your Ideal Main Street” 



Participants learn how their ideas 
impact each other

“We are stronger together”



Compton TOD Plan! 

Project: Compton Blue Line TOD Plan
Partners: LA Metro, City of Compton 
Location: Compton 

Team Presentations:
Everyone Listens and Sees El



Self-Determination 

Project: Light Rail Planning, “Build Your Ideal Station”
Partners: Disability Empower Center, 
Location: Phoenix, AZ 



SERVED AS A CATALYST FOR 

LOBBYING AND ORGANIZING TO 

ADVOCATE FOR STATION

GIVES THOSE GOING TO ABILITY 360 

A LEVEL OF INDEPENDENCE THEY 

DIDN’T HAVE BEFORE



Contact Info: 

jamestrojas@gmail.com

www.placeit.org

mailto:jamestrojas@gmail.com
http://www.placeit.org

