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Using Health Data to Strengthen Your 
Active Transportation Program Application
Wednesday, August 27, 2025, 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
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Poll

#1: How familiar are you with the Healthy Places Index (HPI) tool?
     a) Very familiar b) Somewhat familiar       c) Not at all

#2: Have you used HPI before? If yes, please share details in the 
      chat.
     a) Yes  b)No  c) Unsure
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• Learn how the Healthy Places Index tool can be used to 
establish your community as disadvantaged and highlight 
health in your community.

• Learn how the EpiCenter tool can be used to describe the 
hospitalization and death impacts to walkers and cyclists 
in your community.

Webinar Objectives
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ATRC Webinar Logistics

• Share your questions throughout 
the meeting by using the “Q&A” 
function.

• Please complete the post-webinar 
attendee survey.

• The webinar will be recorded and 
shared with all registered 
participants along with the slides 
and resources.
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Introduction
The Active Transportation Program (ATP) Application

• Part B Q1 – Disadvantaged Community (DAC) designation using Healthy 
Places Index (HPI)

• Part B Q3 -  Potential for Reducing the Number and/or Rate of Pedestrian 
and Bicyclist Fatalities and Injuries. EpiCenter is a tool for this.

Healthy Paces Index
• For Cycle 6 awarded applications, HPI was the third most used tool to 

demonstrate DAC status.
• San Juan Unified School District in Sacramento County showed that 

within the district there was less access to vehicular transportation and 
higher obesity and diabetes rates. This grant was funded in ATP Cycle 4.
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Guest Speakers

Director of Data Initiatives

Public Health Alliance of 
Southern California

Mar-y-sol Pasquiers, MPH, CPH Helen Dowling, MPH

Injury Epidemiologist

Injury and Violence Prevention Branch, 
California Department of Public Health



The California Healthy Places Index
for your ATP Application

Active Transportation Research Center
August 27, 2025

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


Who We Are
We are an active coalition of 11 local health 
jurisdictions on a mission to mobilize the 
transformative power of local public health 
for enduring health equity.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


Our Work

Through our three key initiatives, we work with state, local, and community partners to advance 
emerging & innovative best practices in public health. Together, we're building a healthier 
California for all.

Health Equity & Justice
We work across sectors to develop 
policies, programs, resources, and 

trainings to advance a fair, just, 
inclusive, equitable, and sustainable 

future for all.

Data
Data are a powerful tool for equity. We 
couple data with policy opportunities to 

support decision-making and guide 
resources where they are needed most.

Climate & Health
Everyone should be protected from the 
health impacts of climate change. We 
work to address the public health and 

equity nexus with climate change 
adaptation, mitigation, and recovery 

efforts.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


Our Shared Value

Everyone should have a fair and just opportunity to achieve good health and well-
being.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


´  Healthy Communities Create 
Healthy People

It's all about where we live. Access 
to good jobs, education, and clean air 
and water are just a few 
neighborhood factors that can make a 
big difference in our health.

In turn, these community conditions 
(also known as the social 
determinants of health) are 
influenced by policy and funding 
decisions.

These decisions can create the 
essential conditions for good 
health.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


The HPI Platform 
The Healthy Places Index (HPI) is a peer-reviewed and published tool that measures the impact of 
community conditions on population health and provides recommendations for policy action, all 
using a positive, asset-based frame. 

With three components - the Index, Policy Action Guides, and Interactive Map - you can use the HPI 
platform to access important data on community conditions and take action towards positive change.

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0033354919849882?
https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


The HPI Platform
�   1. The Index 
The Healthy Places Index is a composite index combining 23 different indicators of community 
characteristics linked to life expectancy at birth.  The healthier a community, the higher the HPI 
score. Indicators are organized into "Policy Action Areas", or thematic domains, that link data to policy 
action. 

See our complete list of HPI indicators and policy action areas:

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


The HPI Platform 
�  2. The Policy Action Guides  
Provides a wealth of evidence-based policy recommendations to move data into action.

HPI Policy Guides are an indispensable tool for discovering actionable, upstream solutions to 
community need. Once you've found priority communities with the HPI Score, Policy Guides help you 
take the next step.

Each guide includes:

Connection to 
Health
Evidence-based 
explanation linking the 
community conditions to 
health outcomes.

Where to Start
Elevates key policy 
opportunities.

Policies
Each has an evidence 
rating, listing of co-benefits, 
and links to resources.

There are 31 guides in total, one for all 23 HPI indicators, and 8 additional guides covering decision 
support layers, like extreme heat, public transit access, and outdoor workers.

https://policies.healthyplacesindex.org/
https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


The HPI Platform
ô  3. The Interactive Map

map.healthyplacesindex.org
California Healthy Places Index

Brings together the Index, Policy Action 
Guides, important data on community 
context, like health outcomes and 
measures of racial equity, along with 
advanced spatial analysis features for 
power users.

Learn how to use the interactive map through our quick-start video tutorials:

02:20HPI 3.0& 07:49HPI 3.0 Accessin& 01:57HPI 3.0 Policy& 03:30HPi 3.0 Decision& 04:03HPI 3.0 How Do&

https://map.healthyplacesindex.org/?redirect=false
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7C2bCH4-mCY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2W7oWhRPW1o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GfPmeDupITI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTfsb9uaMX8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0QEsq3aFajk
https://policies.healthyplacesindex.org/
https://policies.healthyplacesindex.org/
https://www.healthyplacesindex.org/tutorial-videos
https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


/  Identifying Disadvantaged 
Communities for ATP Applications

To qualify as a disadvantaged community, the community served by the project must meet at least 
one of the following criteria: [&]

The Healthy Places Index includes a composite score for each census tract in the State. The 
higher the score, the healthier the community conditions based on 25 community characteristics. 
The scores are then converted to a percentile to compare it to other tracts in the State. A census 
tract must be in the 25th percentile or less to qualify as a disadvantaged community.

2025 ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM GUIDELINES

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


Interpreting HPI Data: HPI Quartiles
In the Healthy Places Index, we divide score percentile rankings into 4 quartiles:

Communities in HPI Quartile 1 (0th - 25th 
percentile) have the least healthy community 
conditions. 

Communities in HPI Quartile 4 (75th - 100th 
percentile) have the most healthy community 
conditions.

Places with HPI scores that fall within Quartile 1 - shaded in dark blue ¥ on our map - are 
priority communities. When making program planning, evaluation, or resource allocation 
decisions, focus on these neighborhoods.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


Interpreting HPI Data: HPI Scores
When you click on a neighborhood, you'll be shown something like this. Let's break it down:

HPI Score (3.0): 20.5 percentile

HPI Score

This is the indicator or measure you're currently viewing. 

In this case, we're looking at the overall HPI score, our composite measure of 23 community 
conditions linked to life expectancy.

(3.0)

The number in parentheses - (3.0) - tells you that this is version 3.0 of the HPI score. 

Did you know you can access our previous version 2.0 HPI scores through our View 
Indicators function?

20.5 percentile

20.5 percentile is the percentile ranking of this neighborhood's HPI score.

It describes how this neighborhood compares to all other neighborhoods on the HPI score.

We can say that this neighborhood ranks higher on the HPI score than just 20.5% of other 
neighborhoods. Conversely, it ranks lower than 79.5% of other neighborhoods.1

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


Interpreting HPI Data: Indicator 
Values
Indicators beyond the HPI Score also display a value in addition to the percentile ranking. 

A value is the numerical measure of an attribute or characteristic.  It can be used to compare against 
a specific standard or target.

1

You'll see a table like this describing indicators and their values on the HPI map:

Indicator Value Percentile Ranking

Employed 84.2% 94.1

Let's break this down:

Indicator: Employed

Employed is the indicator.

Value: 84.2%

84.2% is the value of the Employed indicator in this neighborhood. It means that 84.2% of the 
working-age population has a job.

Percentile Ranking: 94.1

94.1 percentile is the percentile ranking of the Employed indicator in this neighborhood. It 
describes how this neighborhood compares to all other neighborhoods on the Employed 
indicator.

We can say that this neighborhood ranks higher on the Employed indicator than 94.1% of other 
neighborhoods. Conversely, it ranks lower than only 5.9% of other neighborhoods.2

Legend graphic: ¥ (dark green)

This graphic plots the percentile ranking with a vertical black bar. 94.1 corresponds with the 4th 
quartile, which is the dark green portion of the plot.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


Let's Explore California HPI!

map.healthyplacesindex.org
California Healthy Places Index

https://map.healthyplacesindex.org/?redirect=false
https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


HPI Transforms Communities
Hundreds of Use Cases Across Multiple Sectors

Every week, we hear about new and exciting uses of the Healthy Places Index. From improving 
community conditions, building resilience, and equitably allocating resources, the HPI is used across 
the spectrum.

Here are just a few ways we've seen HPI leveraged to transform communities:

�  Developing Safe Routes to Schools plans

¸  Health department and nonprofit hospital 
community health assessments

å  Funding community arts projects

«  Directing rental & housing assistance

Ë  Participatory budgeting processes

Î  Food security & nutrition assistance, 
including reach of SNAP-Ed programming

"  Informing recreation and park plans

&  Climate resiliency assessments

https://www.healthyplacesindex.org/hpi-into-action
https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


Use Case: Riverside ATP Grant

Used the Healthy Places 
Index for disadvantaged 
community identification, 
focusing on Safe Routes 
to School Program.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


Y  Key Links and Resources
l  Just getting started with HPI?

1 Visit our website
Get information on 
everything HPI.

2 View our FAQs
Answers to (most) of 
your burning questions

3 Watch HPI map 
tutorial videos
Easy to follow, step-by-
step instruction videos.

V  Data analyst or researcher ready to dive deeper?

1 Download the HPI 
Technical Report
Complete information 
on our methodology and 
data sources.

2 Review HPI 
research best 
practices
This new manual 
describes how to use HPI 
in common research 
applications.

3 Access HPI data
Sign up for an API key, 
or request the complete 
data file.

w  Have a question or a comment? Want to tell us how you've 
used HPI to improve your community?

www.healthyplacesindex.org/contact

Ask the HPI team
Send us your questions or tell us how you're using HPI in your work

https://www.healthyplacesindex.org/contact
https://healthyplacesindex.org/
https://www.healthyplacesindex.org/faqs
https://www.healthyplacesindex.org/tutorial-videos
https://assets.website-files.com/613a633a3add5db901277f96/63320a9e98493bbdcc03d509_HPI3TechnicalReport2022-09-20.pdf
https://assets.website-files.com/613a633a3add5db901277f96/63320a9e98493bbdcc03d509_HPI3TechnicalReport2022-09-20.pdf
https://phasocal.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/PHA_HPI_Guidance_Report523_4.pdf
https://phasocal.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/PHA_HPI_Guidance_Report523_4.pdf
https://api.healthyplacesindex.org/
https://www.healthyplacesindex.org/request-hpi-data-file
https://www.healthyplacesindex.org/request-hpi-data-file
https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


1  We'd love to hear from you!

Helen Dowling, MPH (she/her)
Director of Data Initiatives
hdowling@phi.org
AskHPI@thepublichealthalliance.org

mailto:hdowling@phi.org
mailto:AskHPI@thepublichealthalliance.org
https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


EpiCenter 
California Injury Data Online
August 27, 2025
Mar-y-sol Pasquiers, MPH, CPH



User Guide
https://skylab4.cdph.ca.gov/epicenter

https://skylab4.cdph.ca.gov/epicenter














User Guide



Live demo
Questions?
Mar-y-sol.Pasquiers@cdph.ca.gov or EpiCenter@cdph.ca.gov

mailto:Mar-y-sol.Pasquiers@cdph.ca.gov
mailto:EpiCenter@cdph.ca.gov


 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/
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Q & A time
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CDPH ATRC NI Technical Assistance Staff

Alicia Ramos
Districts: 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10
Alicia.Ramos@cdph.ca.gov

Marianne Hernandez
Districts: 3, 7, 8, 11, 12
Marianne.Hernandez@cdph.ca.gov
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Thank You!
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